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LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A computer system comprising: 
at least on e client comput e r; 

at least one host computer , th e client comput e r and host computer utilizing a common 
operativelv coupled to a physical disk storage medium, the physical disk storage medium being 
partitioned into a plurality of sections, each section being associated with and utilized by a different 
client computer, at least one of the sections storing an operating system for booting-the at least one 
ofthe client computers, and the host computer including a drive configuration program for allocating 
the plurality of sections and restricting access to each section by the different client computers ; and 

fifst at least one client computer in communication with the host computer and including 
software stored on said cli e nt for causing said client computer , upon initialization, to load said 
operating system, boot said cli e nt, and caus e said cli e nt to direct requests for disk access through 
said host computer. 

2. (currently amended) The computer system of claim U wherein said ikstrsoftware 
causes said client computer to load a driver onto said cli e nt, and wher e in said driv e r thaLdirects 
requests for disk access from said client computer through said host computer . 

3. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 2^ wherein said fks^software 
comprises code stored in nonvolatile storage for causing a loader to load from said ph ysical disk 
storage medium onto said client computer , and wherein said loader then causes said at least one 
driver to load onto said client. 

4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 2^ wherein said host comput e r 
comprir, e r . a driv e configuration program for allocating each of a plurality ofthe sections of said 
physical disk storage medium to each stores an operating system for use by a separat e respective one 
of the client computers. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (currently amended) A method of booting a diskless computer^ comprising the steps 
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directing storing, in m e mory of said diskl e ss comput e r, cod e Gufficicnt to r e dir e ct a command 
to load an operating system loade r from a diskless computer to a physical storag e m e dium of a 
fteeend-hogt compute r, the host computer being operativelv coupled to a physical storage medium 
that is partitioned into a plurality of sections, each section being associated with and utilized by a 
different client computer, at least of one of the sections storing an operating system for booting at 
least one of the client computers, and the host computer including a drive configuration program for 
allocating the plurality of sections and restricting access to each section by the different client 
computers ; and 

initializing the diskless computer upon initialization, e xecuting said stor e d cod e in order to 
obtain aa-the operating system loader from said physical storage medium. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 7^ further comprising the step of loading 
drivers onto said diskless computer to cause subsequent requests for disk access to be redirected 
over a bus to said second host computer. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 8^ further comprising the step of installing 
plural diskless computers within a cabinet to communicate over a common bus ^, and rcsor\nng a 
portion of said storage m e dium for e ach of said diskless comput e rs . 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 8^ wherein said se cond host computer and 
said diskless computer operate using different operating systems. 

1 2 . (currently amended) The method of claim 8^ wherein said second host computer and 
said diskless computer operate using a common operating system. 

13-19. (canceled) 
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